
binocle 
meets the 

illustrator

In this Series, Binocle tries to grasp the 
core of what an illustrator inspires and 
thrives in 10 questions. 

I discovered Lian-An ’s work at the 2018 Bologna Children’s fair 
and was instantly charmed by the way she so vividly captures city 
life with seemingly simple interventions. I’m very glad I disco-
verd her work and I’m excited to share it with you

1. What inspired you to make the drawings you showed 
in Bologna? What was your source of inspiration?

When I thought about the theme of the creation, I had not 
decided on the idea yet. However, during the conception period, 
I was saddened by the news of the filmdirector Chi Po-lin’s 
misfortune. He is a documentary director in Taiwan (https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chi_Po-lin) I was very saddened by this, so 
I decided to use the “Taiwan Visual” as the theme of creations to 
remember him. 
I use wastepaper that is readily available on the street, such as 
newspapers, cartons, paper bags, advertising catalogues, etc., 
to reproduce these familiar scenes from my childhood. The 
broken feeling formed by the collage could express my sadness. 
These work has not yet been published, but it is expected to 

be published in Taiwan by the end of this year. I haven’t decided 
whether or not I need text, and it may be best to not use any words! 
But the stage of the story is not necessarily only in Taiwan. It may be 
some other countries’ scenery.

2. what do you do besides your art that inspires you?

At first, I became an illustrator just because I was not good at other 
things. But I found that I really like to play with the texture of the 
picture. I am a crazy mother when I’m not illustrating. My daughter 
is in the trouble two period, crazy two years old!

3. Is there an artist that inspires you or whose work helped 
you to find your own visual language?

I often browse the artist’s works on the Internet to observe the 
composition and color. Each artist has different features, I think 
those drawings inspired me a lot. In addition, there are many 
beautiful moments in life that can inspire me. Like streets, lights, 
and people can be inspiration.

4. How do you process an idea into an illustration?

It’s hard to tell, because I often rely on intuition and mood to draw. 
There is no certain process I think. If so, it is probably first to de-
cide what is the protagonist. Then decide the suitable media and then 
start to work! 
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5. Are there themes (or colors, compositions, perspectives) 
that you especially love to work with? Could you say what 
is typical about your work? How would you describe your 
style? Which media do you work with?

I like to paint cities and plants, in which I can find different levels 
of expression. I think I probably can’t categorize my drawing into 
any style. Because I often look at my mood and decide how to work. 
Of course, sometimes the work style will be determined according 
to the writing atmosphere. Sometime I use Water-based crayons 
and acrylic. Recently, I like to use collage to create works.

6. Is there a purpose when you make an illustration? What 
do you aim at (if anything?)

Usually there is no purpose, but I hope to achieve a sense of accom-
plishment by creating beautiful illustrations. My goal is to be able 
to create until death.

7. Do you have a reader in mind when you work? If so, 
what does this reader look like?

This is a good question! I never thought about this! Even if I do, I 
think that reader might look like me. The appearance does not seem 
very spiritual, but in fact there is passion in the heart.

8. Where do you work? Do You have an atelier of your 
own?

Currently working at home. I plan to find a studio for several 
years.

Selection of her works, published and unpublished, can be found 
on her Behance:  https://www.behance.net/nonestates
You can also find Lian An on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.
com/nonestates

9. Are there any artist-illustrators that you love and you 
want us to know about?

I love many many artists! Recently I like Catarina Sobral. Her com-
position and color always amaze me. It both has graphic design and 
beautiful texture.


